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Build the Out-of-School Time Network




ALL MEANS ALL!
        6th Annual Statewide Conference

      Embracing the Diverse Needs and Strengths of Youth in Out-of-School Time!

        Building the assets in out-of-school time to support:

*Behavioral concerns, *Physical and developmental disabilities, *Individual learning styles, *Homelessness, *Multiculturalism, *Literacy, and more!
      Friday, September 24th, 2010

Curry Student Center, Northeastern University

   9:00am - 3:00pm

 Preliminary Program
9:00   –    9:30 am 

Registration, Breakfast and Networking

9:30   –  10:15 am

Welcome and Opening Session

10:30 –  12:00 pm 

Morning Workshops

12:00 –    1:00 pm

Lunch 

  *BOSTnet STAR Awards ceremony

1:15   –    2:45 pm 

Afternoon Workshops

2:45   –    3:00 pm

Closing 


A.) Including Kids with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in Afterschool
This seminar will focus on best practices and methods of incorporating children with Autism Spectrum Disorders into after school programs. The presentation will highlight how best to uncover the needs of individual children as well as illustrate lessons learned from the program perspective. Specialized materials, tools and manipulatives will be spotlighted. We will examine best practices on how to uncover the needs of the individual child; how best to incorporate their needs into the programming and environment; how to create an inclusive culture and environment; and how to best address the concerns of staff when including children with Autism-Spectrum disorders. 
Presenter: Amy Luckiewicz, YMCA of Greater Boston – North Suburban Branch

B.) The Team Approach: Including All Middle Schoolers in OST

      In OST programs with a large percentage of students with special needs, a strong program-wide system of inclusion is vital to success for all youth. By linking school with afterschool and linking students to their peers, a “team” approach creates a culture of support, acceptance and growth. The workshop will walk participants through the 3 efforts that have been put into place in the East End House Middle School program to facilitate inclusion: Forming an Inclusion Team; Creating Academic and Behavior support plans for OST; Instituting self-reflective practices to address student behavior, initiate social group cohesion and build community. Participants will receive the tools used by East End House’s Inclusion Team and through engaging conversation and small group exercises, address possible stumbling blocks to creating teams at various types of OST locations. 
Presenter: Caitlin McCormick, East End House, Cambridge, MA
C.) Positive Group Management: Working with Behavioral Concerns

       This workshop will explore a definition of behavior, identify strategies to reframe negative behavior, and highlight strategies for creating a positive learning environment. The format will be highly interactive and allow participants to share strategies that work for them. Drawing upon a youth development framework, we avoid labeling youth as “problematic” and believe that behavior stems from an attempt to meet real needs. Participants will be able to: understand what behavior is; to reframe negative behavior; create and maintain a positive learning environment. 


Presenters: Yoojin Lee, Health Resources in Action, Boston
D.) Inclusive Arts Activities for Children and Youth with Physical Disabilities in OST
        This workshop will offer attendees the opportunity to try many activities from OST programs that appeal to and support children with physical disabilities, with a focus on limited sight/movement. These activities provide a meaningful opportunity for children of all abilities to work together and support each other in a social setting. Attendees will participate in activities (use foil drawings, sticky boards, 3-D drawings, wire, etc..) and will discuss with how these activities help children with and without sight. Attendees will also discuss activities for children with limited movement and engage in these activities (word games, modeling). We will discuss and model the interactive games and activities children with and without physical limitations can engage in with each other in both OST programs and at home, to continue skill development and support in each environment.  


Presenter: Tori Reimann, Historic New England and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

D.) Engaging Youth with Disabilities

        Workshop participants will learn specific tips about disability etiquette and language that can easily be applied to OST programs to ensure youth with disabilities are meaningfully included. Participants will also discuss the benefits of inclusion and analyze their program’s current inclusion practices through completion of a detailed inclusion self-assessment. Participants will have the opportunity to assess their organization or program’s level of inclusion.


Presenters: Kaela Vronsky and Melanie Marzolf, Partners for Youth with Disabilities, Boston 
E.) Assistive Technology for Students with Physical Disabilities

       Participants will learn about assistive technology including low, mid, and high technology tools that can be used in academic and social settings grounded in research from the Universal Design for Learning. This workshop will give participants strategies and tools that can be used for all students highlighting those with physical disabilities. Through lecture, Power Point presentation, hands on exploration, and completion of a small group activity, participants will be engaged in the foundation research and tools that are beneficial for academic, social, and physical activities for all students including those with physical disabilities. This workshop will give OST professionals strategies and tools to better engage and support the academic and social goals set for their programs. Affordability is often an obstacle to access for students with special needs. This workshop will introduce multiple free and low cost tools that teachers, therapists, and families can use to encourage equal access to their students.


Presenter: Molly Bettencourt Dallaire, Boston Public Schools
F.)  Supporting Children Experiencing Homelessness

This workshop will cover the current state of homeless families in MA, basic knowledge of the McKinney-Vento Act and practical ideas for supporting homeless and at-risk children, both in and out of the classroom. Participants will gain a better understanding of the experiences of homeless children and families; gain basic knowledge of McKinney-Vento Act and its applications in an educational setting; leave with practical methods for supporting children who have experienced homelessness and/or trauma.

      Presenter: Heather Ventresco, Housing Families, Inc., Malden
G.) There's No Place like “OHM”

A yoga lesson, by its very nature, addresses issues of diversity and advocates for the well being of all children. Even physically challenged children can benefit from the breathing exercises that are a part of a typical yoga lesson. Learn to build character and to infuse literary skills into a one-hour yoga lesson that incorporates a number of intelligences and includes multiple modalities as a way to reach an increasingly diverse population of youth in today’s society. Learn how this specific curriculum fosters character development, encourages teamwork, and incorporates literacy, as well as a number of other academic skills and concepts. This workshop will allow participants to go back to their programs with the necessary information and tools to 

develop their own yoga lessons, thus adding yet another enrichment component to their programs.
Presenters: For Kids Only Afterschool, Inc. with Anne Hayes, Certified Children's Yoga Specialist

H.) Developmentally Appropriate Practice

Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) is the key to a calm and caring, exciting and challenging, motivating and rewarding classroom experience for both children and educators alike. Applying DAP to your environment’s design, curriculum planning, and assessment will bring concrete improvements that will be immediately noticeable. This translates into less frustration and/or boredom in students and fewer negative behavior issues.  It also means more enjoyment and excitement in the classroom. This workshop will provide the basic guiding principles of DAP, include video examples, so you can see DAP in action, and give you a chance to reflect on where you might start to be more intentional in your daily program planning.

Presenter: Marcia Farris, Massachusetts Association for the Education of Young Children (MassAEYC)
I.) Engaging Youth with Disabilities

        Workshop participants will learn specific tips about disability etiquette and language that can easily be applied to OST programs to ensure youth with disabilities are meaningfully included. Participants will also discuss the benefits of inclusion and analyze their program’s current inclusion practices through completion of a detailed inclusion self-assessment. Participants will have the opportunity to assess their organization or program’s level of inclusion.


Presenters: Kaela Vronsky and Melanie Marzolf, Partners for Youth with Disabilities

J.)  Stop, Look, and Listen…Then Guide

This workshop allows staff to learn the importance of understanding an individual and their behaviors before providing support, direction and correction. Participants gain a hands-on experience of some of the reasons behind a child’s behavior. They will learn skills regarding: areas of need when working with children with special needs and the meaning behind some of these behaviors; various ways of presenting directions and levels of support; tips and tricks for transition times and down times, and why those times are high risk. Participants will have the opportunity to experiment with how it may feel to have certain limitations, followed up with discussion about “high-risk” times such as transitions, down time and social rejection.

Presenter: Jaime Estrella, Hockamock Area YMCA – Bernon Family Branch, Franklin, MA
K.) Addressing Language, Culture, Ability Through Arts

Three years ago, BCNC and the MFA Artful Adventures Program began a collaboration to bring arts-learning opportunities to Chinatown children with special needs. Addressing issues of ability access, language access, and cultural competency, we will share challenges and lessons learned from this unique program. Special Arts promotes art literacy through creating and viewing art and by organized visits to the museum. Staff take an asset-based approach that supports culture, while also teaching families how to promote positive outcomes for their children with special needs. Staff from both BCNC and MFA will present: the philosophy and impetus that created the program; examples of lesson plans and curriculum considerations; successes and challenges; lessons learned and best practices.

Presenters: Gilles Li and Yoyo Yau, Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center and Emily Munson, Museum of Fine Arts Boston
M.) Including Kids with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in Afterschool
This seminar will focus on best practices and methods of incorporating children with Autism Spectrum Disorders into after school programs. The presentation will highlight how best to uncover the needs of individual children as well as illustrate lessons learned from the program perspective. Specialized materials, tools and manipulatives will be spotlighted. We will examine best practices on how to uncover the needs of the individual child; how best to incorporate their needs into the programming and environment; how to create an inclusive culture and environment; and how to best address the concerns of staff when including children with Autism-Spectrum disorders. 
Presenter: Amy Luckiewicz, YMCA of Greater Boston – North Suburban Branch

N.) Assistive Technology for Students with Physical Disabilities

        Participants will learn about assistive technology including low, mid, and high technology tools that can be used in academic and social settings grounded in research from the Universal Design for Learning. This workshop will give participants strategies and tools that can be used for all students highlighting those with physical disabilities. Through lecture, Power Point presentation, hands on exploration, and completion of a small group activity, participants will be engaged in the foundation research and tools that are beneficial for academic, social, and physical activities for all students including those with physical disabilities. This workshop will give OST professionals strategies and tools to better engage and support the academic and social goals set for their programs. Affordability is often an obstacle to access for students with special needs. This workshop will introduce multiple free and low cost tools that teachers, therapists, and families can use to encourage equal access to their students.

Presenter: Molly Bettencourt Dallaire, Boston Public Schools
This conference is made possible through BOSTnet’s ongoing partnership with

The Center for the Study of Sport in Society, Northeastern University.


Building skilled staff, strong programs and healthy youth!

Afternoon Workshop Selections:





Morning Workshop Selections:











    Registration is now open for this unique professional development opportunity! 





BOSTnet is Your Massachusetts Affiliate for the 


National Afterschool Association (NAA)! 





This is a great time to become a member of Build the Out-of-School Time Network and join your colleagues in creating a strong professional association dedicated to quality afterschool and OST programs, and strong policies to promote and foster a comprehensive workforce development system in the Commonwealth. 


JOIN TODAY and receive a 25% discount off your registration fee for the 


All Means All conference!





Act fast to take advantage of current Membership rates!  


Rates will be increasing in January 2011.  





     Join Build the Out-of-School Network and become a member of a professional    association of OST educators and youth workers in Massachusetts!











Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.bostnet.org" ��www.bostnet.org� to find out how to become a Member or call 617-720-1290 x232!








BOSTnet, 6 Beacon Street, Suite 1110, Boston, MA 02108; www.bostnet.org, 617-720-1290; info@bostnet.org

