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BOSTnet's Mission
BOSTnet envisions a future in which all families have access to a rich network of out-of-school time opportunities that challenge, reward and inspire children and youth. 
BOSTnet News & Upcoming Events

Join our Network!  
Be a part of a network of youth serving organizations to mobilize a strong voice for the OST field.  Please call or email Monica Zgola at 617-720-1290 x232 or zgola@bostnet.org. 
JOIN NOW online or download a membership application. For more details, please see the BOSTnet Network Opportunities section below.
Build the Out-of-School Time Network Member Events:
· Professional Development Opportunity sponsored by For Kids Only Afterschool - Friday, April 12, 2010 at Courtyard Boston Logan Airport. Workshop 1: Supervision for the Gentle in Spirit, 10am-12noon; Workshop 2: Mental Health Issues in Children, 2:30-4:30pm. For more information and to register, contact Jennifer Reth at jreth@fkoafterschool.org or 978-740-5437. 

· The Giving Tree Gala 2010: The Elizabeth Peabody House annual live and silent auction - Friday, May 7, 2010, 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM, Arts at the Armory, 191 Highland Ave, Somerville. Tickets: $75.00. RSVP: No later than April, 20th. Please email mvogel@elizabethpeabodyhouse.org to confirm. Checks and credit cards accepted! Auctioneer: Robert Lewis, Jr., Vice President of Programs, The Boston Foundation. 2010 Community Leadership Award Recipient: Daniel LeBlanc, Executive Director, Somerville Community Corporation.  

_________________________________________
· April 15, 2010 BOSTnet Leadership Roundtable - North Shore Series, Accreditation for Out-of-School Time Programs. Insights about the Accreditation process will be provided through panel discussion and with the perspective of an endorser. Scroll below to the Quality Environments for Youth section to register and learn more!  

· BE SAFE:  A Holistic Approach to Prevention Services for Youth. Wednesday, April 28, 2010, 9am-12:30pm. Cost: $30 (includes continental breakfast). Registration Deadline April 14. When youth question staff members or program volunteers about their own behavior regarding sexual health or substance use, is there a consistent staff/volunteer response? Are adults in your youth program viewed as "askable" by the youth involved? This workshop will provide an introduction to a new curriculum that addresses the usually separate issues of sexual & mental health; substance use; teen dating violence/healthy relationships and sexual violence in an inter-related, holistic manner. Click here to register and to learn about other Mass Service Alliance trainings.
· Provider Cooperation Requested for 2010 Facilties Inventory - During 2010, the Children's Investment Fund, with assistance from the Wellesley Centers for Women and On-Site Insight, is conducting a statewide facilities inventory to document the current condition of buildings housing early care and education and out-of-school time programs. We will complete the site visits by September and a research report by December, 2010. If contacted, please join us in this important project, the first step towards building sustainable capital funding for early education and out-of-school time programs in the Commonwealth. The information on individual sites will be confidential, while the research report will describe the condition of facilities across the statewide sample, identify needed repairs or replacement, and estimate the costs of improvements. For more information, please contact Marty Cowden at 617-727-5944 or mcowden@cedac.org. 

· Parenting Education and Support Programs: Request for Responses - Proposal Due Date: April 30, 2010. The Children's Trust Fund (CTF) leads statewide efforts to prevent child abuse and neglect by supporting parents and strengthening families. As an umbrella organization, CTF funds, evaluates, and promotes the work of over 100 agencies that serve families. CTF announces an upcoming funding opportunity for community-based organizations that are interested in providing Parenting Education and Support Programs (PESPs) for families with children age's birth thru six years old. CTF will award up to 30 contracts for up to $5,000.00. The initial funding period for this contract begins on August 1, 2010 and ends on June 30, 2011. There is one (1) yearly option to renew. Contract renewal is based on program performance and meeting the contract obligations. CTF anticipates that the RFR will be available on the Internet as of March 15, 2010 at the following address: www.comm-pass.com.

· The 24th Annual Charles C. Yancey Book Fair will take place on Saturday, April 10, 2010, 12:00 noon to 3:00 P.M. at the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, 24 Washington Street in Dorchester. The Yancey Book Fair has been nourishing minds of Boston children for over two decades. Our theme this year, "Be Inspired...READ," denotes the excitement that we aspire to generate regarding reading and education. Literacy is the key to success. Encouraging children to read bolsters vocabulary, academic achievement, and future exposure to career opportunities. The Yancey Book Fair, which provides free books, has been enabling Boston children to build libraries in their own homes. Register for the Book Fair today. If you'd like to donate books, please contact Lynette Frazier at 617 635-3131. 

· Strengthening Families Leadership Forum: Five Protective Factors in Families - Please join EEC in partnership with the Children's Trust Fund, the Department of Children and Families, and the US Administration for Children and Families, to learn and understand the importance of integrating this effective, research-based, and innovative approach into our family-serving systems. EEC has embedded the Protective Factors in its developing QRIS system and community based grant programs; we encourage early education and care directors and policy makers, as well as our Coordinated Family and Community Engagement grantees to take advantage of this opportunity to learn more about Strengthening Families. Wednesday, April 28, 2010, 9:30am-12noon, Boston Convention and Exhibition Center, 415 Summer Street, Room # 161 Boston. Seating is Limited! Please RSVP immediately to reserve seating for this event. RSVP's may be sent to Jack Miller by calling 617-502-8740 or by email: Jack.Miller@MassMail.state.ma.us. 

· Certificate in Nonprofit Management: Boston University School of NP Management - The mission of the Institute for Nonprofit Management and Leadership is to educate, support, and connect the next generation of nonprofit leaders. In addition to its cornerstone Certificate Program the Institute conducts research and supports a burgeoning network of practitioners through fellowships, teaching and mentoring opportunities, and access to university resources. Click here for a brochure. Visit http://management.bu.edu/exec/elc/inml/index.shtml for more information.
Quality Environments for Youth 
BOSTnet Leadership Roundtable News
We Are ALL Learners!  - Boston Series 
Inclusive Strategies that Focus on the Whole Child
Restoring Justice in Schools and Out-of-School Time: a Model for Implementing Restorative Discipline
When we think about the definition of an "inclusive" out-of-school program, it's become clear that we are no longer just talking about whether a facility has installed wheelchair ramps at its entrances, that there are special ed and enrichment coaches on-site, or whether activities have been redesigned to accommodate all learning levels. While these are all important indicators of a quality, inclusive program, there is an increasing need for programs to provide additional behavioral supports to address the challenges kids are facing and to help build resiliency in youth.  At last week's Leadership Roundtable, Kendra Hoyt (Assistant Program Director for Middle Schools) and Adina Davidson (Out of Harm's Way manager at the Curley K-8) from the Department of Extended Learning Time, Afterschool and Services (DELTAS) Out of Harm's Way Program, referring to a "Restorative Justice model," underscored the idea that the negative behaviors that can manifest in a child do not solely derive from that child alone, but are often an interaction between the child, the program, the adults and any trauma or challenging situations taking place in the child's life. "Changing the children is harder than changing some program practices that will help make the kids have a different and positive experience about themselves" (Behavior and Emotional Support Assessment Tool, PEAR and BOSTnet, 2007). Out of Harm's Way takes into account the totality of a child's environment, including the school and OST program climate, and seeks to strengthen the culture surrounding a child by expanding the services and care offered to students and by integrating better communication and involvement by teachers, OST staff and the community who have direct influences on that child. 

The strategies employed by Out of Harm's Way can be applied to any program. By training ourselves to view the "whole" child and implementing Inclusion practices, rather than excluding a child who has caused harm or exhibited negative behaviors, we can begin to restore accountability and justice to a child's life. Instead of resorting to an arbitrary form of discipline, program staff can practice alternative means to understand where the behaviors are coming from -- involving, not ostracizing, the child and the other key players. The discussion topics at this Roundtable are in easy alignment with such EEC Core Competencies as Understanding the Growth and Core Development of Children and Youth; Guiding and Interacting with Children and Youth; and Partnering with Families and Communities. Try to find ways to set the right tone in your program: creating a safe and nurturing environment that establishes foundations for future growth, engaging youth in building social-emotional skills, recognizing factors that impact behavior, and implementing strategies to help youth develop positive interactions with their peers and adults. If educators have these core competencies they will be equipped to help programs meet key QRIS criteria, building a more robust and high-quality OST program. 

Resources:
· Promoting Inclusion of Children and Youth with Disabilities: Tips and Tools for Afterschool Professionals  This publication was developed out of a partnership between the Boston Community Learning Centers and the Lead to Opportunities for Youth with Disabilities Initiative of BOSTnet. It was designed to provide out-of-school time professionals with tools and general tips for serving children and youth with disabilities. 

· Behavior and Emotional Support Assessment Tool  These self-assessment supports are the result of a year long pilot project run by Programs in Education and After-school Resiliency (PEAR) and BOSTnet. Sixteen after-school programs in greater Boston representing a sampling of services, communities, and structures participated in the project to identify best practices and to create a tool kit supporting the development of a pro-social environment leading to positive behaviors, lower expulsion rates due to disruptive behaviors, and improving program quality.  

· March 25th Restorative Justice Training - DELTAS Out of Harm's Way
· The Curley School Code of Discipline Plan  
· Implementation of Restorative Principles and Practices at the Curley Feb 2010 Report

________________________________________________________________


Accreditation for Out-of-School Time Programs - North Shore
In the current climate of education reform and results-based funding, providers are being evaluated on a broad range of measured outcomes. Accreditation provides one way for providers to assess and improve the quality of their programs against a set of national standards. But the questions about standards and accreditation remain - what outcomes are we trying to achieve? What are the incentives for programs to become accredited? Is the process too cumbersome for most programs? Do the benefits justify the cost? Are the current national standards relevant to local needs and conditions? Can standards effectively address the heterogeneous nature of out-of-school time? (BOSTnet State of the Field, Vol.2, Issue 3). 

BOSTnet's Leadership Roundtable on April 15th, will bring together OST program voices to share their experiences with the Accreditation process, and we'll also get to glean some knowledge through the perspective of an endorser. During the second half of the morning, we will learn about T.E.A.C.H. -- a model of bringing professional development systems to a broader audience -- PD being one key component of meeting core competencies which in turn, are linked to achieving Accreditation. 

RSVP Information
Thursday, April 15th, 2010
10:00am-12:00pm
Location: Community Teamworks, Inc. Lowell, MA
Registration: Click here to sign up! 


Contact Monica Zgola at zgola@bostnet.org or 617-720-1290 x232 for more information. 
BOSTnet EEC Literacy Grant Recipient
Build the Out-of-School Time Network (BOSTnet) is pleased to announce that our partnership--led by the United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley, and including partners BPS DELTAS, WestMOST, and BOSTnet--was the sole grantee for the Department of Early Education and Care (EEC)'s Learning and Literacy in Out-of-School Time award. BOSTnet will be working with out-of-school time programs and the school districts in the North Shore--Lynn, Lawrence, and Lowell. DELTAS will work in Boston and WestMOST will work in Springfield, Worcester and Holyoke. The United Way will lead a learning community across these districts to capture and scale promising practices around improving literacy outcomes for children. BOSTnet will work with Community Teamwork, Inc., Girls Inc. of Lynn, Girls Inc. of Lowell, Greater Lawrence Community Action Council, Gregg House, Lynn YMCA's, and the YWCA of Lawrence. 

Out-of-School Time programs will have a chance to enhance their dynamic activities with practices that have been shown by the research to promote literacy. Programs will access training; intensive on-site coaching; curricula, books, and other materials; and a community of practice that will share promising practices in literacy, summer learning, and partnerships with schools. This project will also build on the communication between schools and out-of-school time programs in facilitating summer learning gains for children.

The recent release of The National Assessment of Education Progress for 2009 showed that while student reading scores in Massachusetts were top in the nation, they remain comparable to 2007 scores.  In a press release, DESE Commissioner, Mitchell Chester stated, "While we should celebrate the Commonwealth's achievement, we must also highlight opportunities for improvement.  Gaps in reading achievement by race, ethnicity and income background are troubling, as is the lower performance of males compared to females. We clearly need to re-examine our elementary and secondary literacy programs to better address these gaps." 

The Literacy and Learning in Out-of-School Time project will continue to build on a body of effective practice to improve literacy outcomes for children and youth with limited access to resources. Out-of-school time programs are strategically important in this work as they foster interest and engagement in literacy by offering a dynamic setting in which children explore literacy concepts in a way that is connected to their own lives. BOSTnet looks forward to working with all of our partners in this endeavor.



EEC Grant Opportunities
Closing the Early Literacy Gap for Students with Disabilities
The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) in collaboration with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE) is pleased to announce a competitive federal grant opportunity Closing the Early Literacy Gap for Students with Disabilities Fund Code: 297 to support the development of literacy action plans. The purpose of this federal grant opportunity is to support the development of literacy action plans to enhance and better align educational systems, curriculum, and instructional practices across public pre-school and/or kindergarten programs, Head Start, and community center-based programs. The implementation of the strategic action plans will help to ensure that all programs serving students with disabilities, ages 3-5, are effective, engaging, developmentally appropriate, and designed to create seamless transitions across environments and into the next phase of the student's education. The priorities of this grant are to assemble study teams to develop a strategic literacy action plan with a focus on closing the early literacy gap for students with disabilities. Public school districts with preschool and/or kindergarten programs serving students with disabilities are eligible to apply. Priority will be given to teams from districts that attended this statewide conference, Closing the Early Literacy Proficiency Gap. The grant will be posted soon on the Special Education Homepage. When posted, grant applications may be obtained using the following link:www.doe.mass.edu/sped. 


EEC ARRA Early Literacy RFP now available
Through this initiative EEC seeks to increase the core competencies of family child care educators to increase quality early literacy opportunities for infants and toddlers in early education and care programs as well as to promote family involvement in book sharing, reading aloud and storytelling. 

The goals of this grant are to:
· Increase family child care provider and parent awareness and knowledge of early literacy development in children's first three years of life.    
· Further develop educators' skills in promoting early literacy skills during daily routines with the infants and toddlers in their care.      
· Increase educators' confidence in storytelling, communicating, and reading aloud to children.      
· Develop educators' skills in choosing, accessing, and evaluating high quality children's books.     
· Emphasize the importance of parental involvement in early literacy to educators and provide them with skills to facilitate effective communication to encourage continuity of early literacy development in children's home settings.     
· Increase availability of developmentally and culturally appropriate books in early education and care programs.
 
EEC anticipates selecting one statewide vendor with expertise in the implementation of early literacy trainings for early education and care educators, specifically designing strategies to support the development of early literacy skills for family child care educators if applicable, and experience distributing books and resources to educators.  It is not the intention to award this funding directly to Family Child Care providers. To view the grant, please click here. 


FY2011 Mental Health Consultation Services RFP available
This is a competitive grant opportunity intended to create a statewide mental health consultation services model that meets the needs of the early education and care field.  The objectives of the model are as follows: 
· Promote the healthy social and emotional development of all children, particularly those children whose emotional development is compromised by poverty, biological or family risk factors, or other circumstances which may contribute to toxic levels of stress;   
· Build the capacity of early education and care program staff to enhance children's learning through positive, nurturing interactions with children and with their families and to address the needs of children who exhibit behavioral challenges;   
· Attend to social-emotional needs of children so they are ready to learn and successful in their early education;   
· Reduce the number of children who are suspended or expelled from Early Education and Care funded programs;    
· Promote collaboration for better access to supportive services for children and their families;   
· Maximize resources by ensuring that certain mental health interventions are funded, when appropriate, through insurance payments.
EEC anticipates that approximately $1,500,000 will be available in fiscal year 2011 for mental health consultation services statewide through this grant. Interested bidders submit an intent to bid email to kelly.schaffer@state.ma.us by April 2, 2010.  All questions must be submitted in writing to eecgrants@massmail.state.ma.us by April 9, 2010 with Mental Health RFP Fund Code 700 in the subject line. EEC will host a bidders conference on Wednesday, April 7th from 10am​12pm at EEC's Boston Office, 51 Sleeper Street, Boston, MA 02210. The grant application and accompanying materials are available on the Competitive Grant Opportunities page under Grants and Financial Assistance on EEC's website.
BOSTnet Network Opportunities
Building skilled staff, strong programs and healthy youth!



NAA Annual Convention - April 19-21, 2010, Washington, DC
***ADVANCED REGISTRATION ends tomorrow, March 31st!!!***

Just a few weeks away! Join us in Washington DC for the Annual NAA conference held in partnership with the Afterschool Alliance's Afterschool for All Challenge, featuring a variety of unique opportunities in our nation's capital! Capital Hill Congressional Visits and Rally Site visits to local afterschool programs; High profile keynote speakers; Interactive and fun networking events; Hundreds of the best workshop sessions; Engaging pre-conference workshops; Culture, cuisine, & cherry blossoms! For more information, please visit www.naaconvention.org.

Pre-Conference Events Complete Your Convention Experience - Join nationally acclaimed presenters for a full or half day session on Sunday, April 18, 2010, to kick off a week of learning, connections and fun with an in-depth look at some of the hottest topics in afterschool in 2010. Full descriptions of pre-conference activities can be found on the Convention Web site at http://www.naaconvention.org/preconference.html. 

BOSTnet To Lead Workshop on Inclusion Supports
BOSTnet will be presenting a workshop at the 2010 NAA Convention in Washington D.C., on system strategies to increase access for children with disabilities to afterschool programs. Titled, Creating a System of Inclusive Afterschool Opportunities for Children with Disabilities, this workshop will highlight our work in promoting inclusion issues that came out of our innovative Lead to Opportunities for Youth with Disabilities (LOYD) initiative. Join us and learn about creating an inclusion technical assistance program, an inclusion information and referral network, and ongoing training for afterschool staff supporting children with disabilities.

JOIN OUR NETWORK TODAY!  Join BOSTnet and become a member of the National Afterschool Association. As members of the only professional association for OST workers, you can work with us to build stronger statewide supports for quality youth programs and leadership and workforce development. Contact Monica Zgola for more information: zgola@bostnet.org or 617-720-1290 x232.
Research & Information
NIOST Study on Physical Activity and Healthy Eating in Out-of-School Time Programs
The project is a collaboration with the University of Massachusetts Boston 
(UMass Boston) and the YMCA of the USA. Project directors Georgia Hall, Ph.D., Senior Research Scientist at NIOST, and Jean Wiecha, Ph.D., Associate Professor in the UMass Boston Department of Exercise and Health Science, will work with Ellen Gannett, M.Ed., Director of NIOST, and Barbara Roth, M.Ed, YMCA National Director for Youth and Family Programs. Funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the project will allow the investigators to initiate policy research that will assess current OST physical activity and healthy eating standards and practices and inform new national policies that will be put in place by the Council on Accreditation and the National Afterschool Association. The project team will disseminate information on effective implementation and lay the groundwork for a future tool kit to assist OST programs in developing effective program strategies. 

"Millions of schoolchildren attend afterschool programs, but we really don't know much about the snacks and activities they provide," Wiecha said. "This is a great opportunity to determine the baseline so the afterschool community can craft appropriate standards that support obesity prevention and health promotion." 

For more information, please visit http://www.niost.org/content/view/1693/54/. 


Promising Practices in Afterschool
From the Youth Development Institute in NYC, these Promising Practices are intended to help organizations become aware of promising models and practices and to foster reflection on their own activities. These studies were prepared by the Youth Development Institute as part of its effort to increase quality and levels of participation, engagement and retention in Beacon after school sites serving young adolescents. They were prepared as part of a national capacity building effort that is supported through the generosity of The Atlantic Philanthropies. Local funders of these programs are the Department of Youth and Community Development in New York City and the Department of Children, Youth and Families in San Francisco. 

For additional information about YDI's work with high schools, Multiple Pathways schools and programs, programs that serve youth who dropout with poor academic skills, or to access copies of the following publications, please visit http://ydinstitute.org/initiatives/index.html.
1. Supervision at the Beacons: Developing Leaders for After-School Programs- The supervisory process is a critical element in the quality and effectiveness of youth programs. The work of three Beacon Centers is described, highlighting strategies and practices that guide the supervisory process at these organizations.

2. Young People Advocate for, Plan, and Provide Services to Their Communities - The Beacons are partnerships between schools and community-based organizations that provide services to youth and families at 80 sites in NYC and in other cities as well. This report describes how the structure and philosophy of the Beacon serves as an excellent support for community improvement efforts by bringing together youth and adults in collaborative projects.  

3. The Social Group Work Approach: Promoting Individual Growth and Community Building - This publication describes how social group work methodology enhances youth development programming at the Center for Family Life's P.S.1 Beacon in Brooklyn.  

4. From Membership to Leadership: The Pathways to Leadership Program - This publication shows how Good Shepherd Services, a community organization, builds on the multi-age structure of its Beacon to help young people develop from participants to staff members. The Beacon builds skills of youth through training and by offering increasingly higher levels of responsibility.  Not only do young people move into more responsible roles, but they also receive support at key transition points in their schooling.  

5. Knitting Together School and After-School: The University Settlement - East Side Partnership 

6. Preventing Placement in Foster Care: Strengthening Families and Community Ties 

7. Tailor Made: Attracting, Engaging and Retaining Hard-to-Reach Youth 

8. Engaging Middle-School Youth Through Project-Based Learning Clubs
Please visit the PPAS website, www.afterschool.org, for more information. 


Updates from the EEC 
2010 EEC Board Meeting Dates
The Board will meet the second Tuesday of each month, 1:00pm - 4:00pm, at 51 Sleeper Street, Boston, MA 02210 unless otherwise noted.
· May 11, 2010 

· June 8, 2010


Core competencies are posted on EEC website
The EEC posted the core competencies for educators in early education and care and out of school time that began with your contributions on the Core Competencies Committee of the Workforce Task Force.  The competencies are not mandatory but will help provide a framework for the professional development of the workforce, the organizations and colleges that train them, and for several of EEC's initiatives, most notably the QRIS pilot and the workforce registry. This is a first version. The EEC states its commitment to getting feedback from the field over the next year so a second, improved edition can be released in the future.  
EEC issues Core Competencies for Early Education and Out of School Time: Click here.  
Advocacy 

EEC Launches QRIS Pilot 
The Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) Pilot is now available on EEC's website. The Pilot offers the opportunity for interested programs, across the mixed delivery system, to partner with EEC in the preliminary program rating process and to assess the effectiveness of the QRIS provisional standards and the overall QRIS process. The Pilot will also allow EEC to learn more about how the QRIS rating process works for programs and what changes the Department can effect, prior to full implementation, to make the QRIS an effective tool for improving program quality. The pilot will also allow EEC to determine the extent to which the provisional standards align with program quality. 

As part of this pilot, EEC has also made QRIS Program Quality Improvement Grants available to eligible programs as an incentive to participate and to support their advancement up the levels of the QRIS system. The programs that participate in this grant will also help EEC gain additional insight into the costs and types of support needed for programs to advance to increasingly higher QRIS rating levels.

EEC is encouraging any program interested in the QRIS Pilot and/or Grant, to complete a brief Intent to Participate Survey, by April 1, 2010, which can be found at:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/W8CB9HY. This is a good opportunity for programs to help shape the QRIS process by participating in this survey and giving their feedback to the EEC. This year is still a pilot phase for QRIS, so the EEC can modify it as needed so that the standards reflect the right indicators of quality and make it the best fit for out-of-school time. 

Key Dates: 
1. April 1, 2010 - Intent to participate survey due 

2. April 12, 2010 - QRIS Program Quality Improvement Grant application due 

3. June 30, 2010 - All materials to EEC are due

To learn more about the QRIS Pilot and QRIS Program Quality Improvement Grant, please click here. 

If you are planning on participating in the Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) Pilot, there are two self-assessment tools available: SACERS and APT. If  you would like to use the APT (Assessing Afterschool Program Practices Tool), a self-assessment tool to measure your progress, please note that the NIOST Summer Seminars will be conducting an APAS training which includes APT & SAYO (Survey of Afterschool Youth Outcomes) on July 12-13, 2010 at the John Hancock Conference Center in Boston. Please visit www.niost.org and click on Summer Seminars for more information. NIOST also offers on site training, coaching or consultation for your programs if you can't make the summer training. Contact Kathy Schleyer at 781-283-2547 or kschleye@wellesley.edu.    





EEC Bolsters its Online Resources in Anticipation of Regulation Changes
New licensing regulations affecting school age providers went into effect on January 1, 2010. It seems clear that the agency is not interested in licensors swooping in across the state to catch programs in non-compliance, but you must be aware of the changes that are coming, educate your staff, and adjust your practices accordingly. To help programs understand the new regulations, it has expanded the resources available on its website. Along with the regulations themselves, the agency has added helpful resource packets on a variety of items, including: positive interactions; progress reports; curriculum; and, health and safety. We encourage you to use these resources. To learn more, please visit: http://www.eec.state.ma.us/licensingRegulations.aspx. 

For meetings dates and locations for community meetings on the new licensing regulations for both Center-Based and Family Child care, please click here.


Thank you for your support!
BOSTnet



Building skilled staff, strong programs and healthy youth!
Don't forget! The 2008-2009 Guide to Boston's Before and After-School Programs is available - Our annual Guide illustrates the power of the out-of-school time network in Boston. Ask for them at your local library or family resource center, or click here for a pdf version of the Guide.
BOSTnet just finished celebrating twenty years of helping families obtain a rich network of out-of-school time opportunities that challenge, reward, and inspire children and youth. We need your support to continue working toward our mission to enhance the quality and increase the capacity of out-of-school time programming for children and youth in Massachusetts!  Please consider a Donation today!
	
		

	


