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News from October 27, 2006 Greater Boston/Cambridge Regional Meeting

Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in the October 27, 2006 Greater Boston/Cambridge Regional Meeting. Led by BOSTnet and held at The Boston Foundation, this convening brought together the Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership, local after school providers, and other advocates from around the area. After a review of the Afterschool Commission and legislative updates from Maryellen Coffey (BOSTnet) and Gwynn Hughes (MAP), more than eighty people participated in discussions related to priority areas identified by after school providers throughout Massachusetts. The topics were related to program quality, workforce issues, access and finance. Some recurring themes that surfaced called for increased funding, addressing "professionalism" and skill development within the workforce, support for programs that serve older youth, and reexamining funding avenues such as ASOST grants and vouchers. 

(Other highlights from the morning are included in the attached notes.)

A call also went out for after school "testimony" at upcoming legislative hearings. This request is directed towards providers who can help both by their own stories and by recruiting interested youth and parents to advocate for the importance of after school programming. The hearing dates with the Afterschool Commission have not yet been scheduled, but nine are to be held throughout the state in upcoming months. In preparation, interested programs and individuals should contact BOSTnet (617 720 1290 or donnelly@bostnet.org). 

Your help is valuable in many ways: written or oral testimony regarding after school, attending Advocacy Day in March, calling/emailing state legislators, talking with other community leaders, and much more! We will be organizing additional gatherings to prepare for hearings and Advocacy Day… check www.bostnet.org for updates. We will also be sending out more information as it becomes available.

Mark your calendars…

Advocacy Day for After School is March 14, 2007!

